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Presidents Message: 

Brothers, 

   We have great things planned this year to keep 

with our motto of Friendship, Unity & Christian 

Charity and look forward having you involved to 

deliver those less fortunate than ourselves. 

    Slainte, 

    Bill  

Donôt forget to visit our Division website  

for additional resource information at: 

 www.dutchessaoh.com 

Brothers, 

   June is our last meeting, prior to the summer 

break. This month, June 17, meeting is scheduled 

for our annual SHAMROCK degree. For those 

brothers who have already received their Shamrock, 

please reach out to your fellow brothers who have 

not, and personally invite them to take this impor-

tant step towards true Hibernian Brotherhood. We 

will have a food and refreshments, to add to the 

degree festivities. I ask all brothers who desire this 

honor to contact me and let me know your inten-

tions. I also call on all officers to be present for this 

ceremony. This is our last meeting before the sum-

mer break. 

   Our annual Veteranôs Picnic, at Castle Point Vet-

erans Hospital is Saturday June 19. Brothers please 

respond to our chairman Bill OôHareôs requests to 

help with this truly inspirational day.  This is an 

opportunity for families to join in and celebrate, 

and for those students requiring charitable work 

time. 

   Our ñAnGorta Mor Memorial Massò on May 23, 

at Saint Maryôs Mother of the Church, in Fishkill 

was well attended and a wonderful start to, hope-

fully, an annual event.  My sincere thanks go to our 

chairman, Jack Fedigan, and to brothers, Mike 

Kelly, Bill Schimpf, Jim Sweeney, and Jim 

Whalen, for their hard work in organizing this 

event, and to all those brotherôs who attended. A 

special thank you to Msgr. Bellew, who on our be-

half, informed the Vicariate of this most important 

commemoration. We had a fair amount of interest 

in the cottage, which gave us the opportunity to talk 

to people about ñThe Great Hungerò and hand out 

AOH applications. 

   On May 30, I had the pleasure of attending, with 

six other brothers, our chaplainôs Rev. Dan 

OôHareôs 45th anniversary in the Holy Priesthood, 

at The Holy Name of Saint Maryôs, in Montgom-

ery. A Mass was celebrated, by Fr. Dan, for the 

Year of the Priest, and a reception followed in the 

School Hall. I was honored to confer upon Father 

Dan a framed certificate, from the AOH, com-

memorating his marvelous anniversary. 

   Again, this year, thanks to the generosity of our 

Vice President, Jack Fedigan, and the organiza-

tional and salesmanôs skills of brother Jim Whalen 

we will have a New York Jetôs Game Raffle. 

Please assist brother, Jim to sell as many tickets as 

possible. Stay tuned for more information from 

Jim. 

 

  In Brotherhood & Motto, 

 

  Gearoid McVicker 
  President 

  

 
May your thoughts be as glad as the shamrocks. 

May your heart be as light as a song. 

May each day bring you bright happy hours, 

That stay with you all year long. 

For each petal on the shamrock 

This brings a wish your way 

Good health, good luck, and happiness 

For today and every day.  



A Wee Bit of Irish History By:  Matt Fitzgerald, Division Historian  

The Irish Civil War  
   The Irish Civil War  took place from June 28, 1922 and May 24 1923; it was a conflict that accompanied the 

establishment of the Irish Free State as an entity independent from the United Kingdom within the British Empire.  

The conflict was waged between two opposing groups of Irish nationalists: the forces of the "Provisional Govern-

ment" that established the Free State in December 1922, who supported the Anglo-Irish Treaty, and the Republican 

opposition, for whom the Treaty represented a betrayal of the Irish Republic. The war was won by the Free State 

forces.  The Civil War may have claimed more lives than the War of Independence against Britain that preceded it, 

and left Irish society divided and embittered for decades afterwards. To this day, the two main political parties in 

the Republic of Ireland, Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael, are the direct descendants of the opposing sides in the War. 

   The Anglo-Irish Treaty arose from the Irish War of Independence, fought between Irish ñseparatistsò (organized 

as the Irish Republic) and the British government, from 1919-1921. The treaty provided for a self-governing Irish 

state in 26 of Ireland's 32 counties, having its own army and police. However, rather than creating the independent 

republic favored by most nationalists, the Irish Free State would be an autonomous dominion of the British Empire 

with the British monarch as head of state, in the same manner as Canada and Australia.  The treaty also stipulated 

that members of the new Irish Oireachtas (parliament) would have to take the following "Oath of Allegiance":  "I... 

do solemnly swear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of the Irish Free State as by law established, and 

that I will be faithful to His Majesty King George V, his heirs and successors by law in virtue of the common citi-

zenship of Ireland with Great Britain and her adherence to and membership of the group of nations forming the 

British Commonwealth of nations".  

   This oath was considered highly objectionable by many Irish Republicans. Furthermore under the treaty, the state 

was not to be called a republic but a "free state" and it would be limited to the 26 southern and western counties of 

Ireland. The remaining six north-eastern counties, with their Protestant majority, were allowed toðand didðopt to 

remain part of the United Kingdom as Northern Ireland. The partition of Ireland had already been decided by the 

Westminster parliament in the Government of Ireland Act 1920 and was confirmed in the Anglo-Irish treaty. Also, 

several strategic ports were to remain occupied by the Royal Navy.  Nonetheless, Michael Collins, the republican 

leader who had led the Irish negotiating team, argued that the treaty gave "not the ultimate freedom that all nations 

aspire and develop, but the freedom to achieve freedom". However, anti-treaty militants in 1922 believed that the 

treaty would never deliver full Irish independence. 

   The split over the treaty was deeply personal. Many of the leaders on both sides had been close friends and com-

rades during the War of Independence. This made their lethal disagreement over the treaty all the more bitter. Mi-

chael Collins later said that Eamon de Valera had sent him as plenipotentiary to negotiate the treaty because he 

knew that the British would not concede an independent Irish republic and wanted Collins to take the blame for the 

compromise settlement. He said he felt deeply betrayed when de Valera refused to stand by the agreement that the 

plenipotentiaries had negotiated with David Lloyd George and Winston Churchill. De Valera, for his part, was 

furious that Collins and Arthur Griffith had signed the treaty without consulting him or the Irish cabinet as in-

structed. 

   Dáil Éireann (the parliament of the Irish Republic) narrowly passed the Anglo-Irish Treaty by 64 votes to 57 on 

January 7 1922. Following the Treaty's ratification, a "Provisional Government", headed by Michael Collins and 

Arthur Griffith, was set up to transfer power from the British administration to the Irish Free State.  Upon the 

treaty's ratification, Éamon de Valera resigned as President of the Republic and failed to be re-elected by an even 

closer vote of 60-58. He challenged the right of the Dáil to approve the treaty, saying that its members were break-

ing their oath to the Irish Republic. De Valera continued to promote a compromise whereby the new Irish Free 

State would be in "external association" with the British Commonwealth rather than be a member of it. In early 

March he formed the "Cumann na Poblachta" (Republican Association) party while remaining a member of Sinn 

Féin. On a speaking tour of the more republican province of Munster, starting on 17 March 1922, de Valera made 

controversial speeches at Carrick on Suir, Lismore, Dungarvan and Waterford, saying that: "If the Treaty were 

accepted, [by the electorate] the fight for freedom would still go on, and the Irish people, instead of fighting for-

eign soldiers, will have to fight the Irish soldiers of an Irish government set up by Irishmen." At Thurles, several 

days later, he repeated this imagery and added that the IRA: "...would have to wade through the blood of the sol-

diers of the Irish Government, and perhaps through that of some members of the Irish Government to get their free-

dom."  The majority of the Irish Republican Army (IRA) officers were also against the treaty and in March 1922, 

their ad-hoc Army Convention repudiated the authority of the Dáil to accept the treaty. The Anti-Treaty IRA 

formed their own "Army Executive", which they declared to be the real government of the country, despite the 

result of the 1921 general election. On April 26 the Minister of Defense, Richard Mulcahy, summarized alleged  
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illegal activities by many IRA men over the previous three months, whom he described as 'seceding volunteers',  

including hundreds of robberies. Yet this fragmenting army was the only police force on the ground following the 

disintegration of the Irish Republican Police and the disbanding of the Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC). From 

these chaotic beginnings the Irish Free State weathered the world wide depression and the Second World War, 

remaining neutral. 

   Note: Like all civil wars, Irelandôs was no less bloody and horrific as any other.  As would be expected the eco-

nomic costs were high.  But greater still was the tragic loss of life on both sides, which not only included those lost 

in battles and skirmishes, but also through reprisals and summary execution.  It is hoped that this limited treatment 

of this very important portion of Irelandôs history will entice the reader to delve more deeply into it on his own.  

This newsletter does not afford us the opportunity to even summarize some of the major battles, not list the victims 

of the war, notables and/or common folk. 

400th Anniversary of The Plantation of Ulster 

   The Nine Years' War or Tyrone's Rebellion took place in Ireland from 1594 to 1603. It was fought between the 

forces of Gaelic Irish chieftains Hugh Ó Neill of Tír Eoghain, Hugh Roe Ó Donnell of Tír Chonaill and their allies, 

against the Elizabethan English. The war was fought in all parts of the country, but mainly in the northern province 

of Ulster. It ended in defeat for the Irish chieftains, which led to their exile in the Flight of the Earls [1607] and to 

the Plantation of Ulster.  The Nine Yearsô War ended with surprisingly good terms granted to the defeated Ulster 

chiefs by King James 1, the new King of England.  They were given full pardons and allowed to keep their land.  

In return they had to forsake their Irish titles and their armies and wear allegiance to the King. 

   As we will recall form our own American history and last yearôs celebration of New Yorkôs Hudson River, the 

year 1609 saw Henry Hudson sail up and explore the Hudson River as far as Albany.  That same year saw the colo-

nization of some to the northern counties of Ireland with the Plantation of Ulster being the largest of these planta-

tion efforts by Britain.  [Detailed maps from 1609 show that the following counties were directly taken over by the 

Crown: Armagh, Donegal, Coleraine (Derry), Tyrone, Fermanagh and Cavan. For the near term, Antrim, Down 

and Monaghan were not part of this initial ñtakeoverò.] The process of the English Plantation of Ireland dates back 

to the mid-16th Century and involved the confiscation of land by the Government of England and the colonization 

of Ireland with settlers from England and Scotland.   The Plantations were established throughout the country by 

the confiscation of lands occupied by Gaelic clans and Hiberno-Norman dynasties, but principally in the provinces 

of Munster and Ulster. The lands were then granted by Crown authority to colonists ("planters") from Britain. This 

process began during the reign of Henry VIII and continued under Mary I and Elizabeth I.  It was accelerated un-

der James I, Charles I and Cromwell. 

   The early plantations in the 16th century tended to be based on small "exemplary" colonies. The later plantations 

were based on mass confiscations of land from Irish landowners and the subsequent importation of large numbers 

of settlers from England, Scotland and Wales. The final official plantations took place under Oliver Cromwellôs 

English Commonwealth during the 1650s, when thousands of Parliamentarian soldiers were settled in Ireland. Out-

side of the plantations, significant migration into Ireland continued well into the 18th century, from both Britain 

and continental Europe.  The plantations changed the demography of Ireland by creating large communities with a 

British and Protestant identity. These communities effectively opposed the interests of the earlier inhabitants, who 

had an Irish and Roman Catholic identity.  The physical and economic nature of Irish society was also changed, as 

new concepts of ownership, trade and credit were introduced. These changes led to the creation of a British Protes-

tant ruling class, which secured the authority of Crown government in Ireland during the 17th century. 

Brothers, 

   This months (June 18) meeting is scheduled for our annual SHAMROCK degree. For those brothers who have 

already received their Shamrock, please reach out to your fellow brothers who have not, and personally invite them 

to take this important step towards true Hibernian Brotherhood. We will have a food and refreshments, to add to 

the degree festivities. Please I ask all brothers who desire this honor to contact me and let me know your intentions. 

I also call on all officers to be present for this ceremony.   

  

        In Brotherhood & Motto  

        Gearoid McVicker,  

        President. 
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Irish Community  

AOH Division 1 Events 

   The Kevin Barry Irish Club will hold its annual picnic on Sunday, August 8, 2010. 

Place: Town of Washington Park  Time: 12 noon to dusk.  Food and tea, coffee, and other soft drinks will be pro-

vided by the Club.  As in the past the KBIC is inviting members of the AOH and the Irish Heritage Foundation as 

guests.  There is no charge, but attendees are asked to bring  a dessert or other dish to share.  This will be an after-

noon of lively music and great craic.  There are swimming facilities available and a covered picnic area.  Bring 

your family and, especially, the children. 

   Although no reservations are required, it would be helpful to let them know if you plan to attend.  Please let Matt 

Fitzgerald know by July 31 at irishrm@ juno.com or 845-454-5308. 

 

   The Kevin Barry Irish Club will present a great evening of Clancy Brothers songs performed by the Clancy Leg-

acy [Robbie OôConnell, Aoife Clancy and Donal Clancy.]  The date is October 9, 2010.  The date is confirmed 

with the performers, and we are in the process of firming up the final details with the UPAC in Kingston, NY.  All 

confirmed details will be contained in next monthôs newsletter. 

Brothers, 

   Our first Adopt-a-Highway clean-up was a success!  Thank you to the following 

members who worked the two miles and picked up 17 bags of trash in the rain to meet 

our DOT obligation. 

 

  Mike Quinn Bob Shepeard Pat Turbitt 

  Jim Sweeney Jack Fedigan and his grandson Liam 

 

   Our next clean-up is scheduled for Sunday June 27th, 8 - 11AM (meet in Lily Logans 

parking lot at 8AM).  Please let me know if your available to participate. 

 

       Slainte,  Bill Leo 

VETERANôS PICNIC 
   Our annual Veteranôs picnic at Castle Point VA Hospital is scheduled for Saturday June 19th. 

We will serve our Veteranôs at around 11:30 AM, so we will need to arrive earlier to prepare the 

food, transport the Vets from their wards, and set everything up. 

   Chairman Bill OôHare will need all the help you can possibly render including some supplies, a 

partial list includes: soda, water, ice, ice chests, baked beans, meatballs, chips & snacks, condi-

ments, watermelon, cake, boom box & music, garbage bags, paper towels, cooking utensils, etc.. 

   If you  help in any way please contact Bill OôHare at: ohare@hotmail.com. 

JETS RAFFLE 
   Once again thanks to Vice President Jack Fedigan we will be able to raffle off 4 tickets and 

a parking pass to a NY Jets game at the new Meadowlands Stadium.  The game is scheduled 

for October 31st at 1:00 PM.  The Jets will be playing the Green Bay Packers.  There will be 

a limited number of raffle tickets available for $5.00 each.  They will be available at our June 

17th meeting and through our October 21st meeting when the drawing will be held. 

   For more information or tickets please contact Jim Whalen at (845) 849-1045 (home) or (914) 456-7508 (cell). 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

September 17 - 18:  

2010 Irish 2000 Music and Arts Festival, Ballston Spa (just north of Albany).  

Go to: www.irishfest2000.com for more details. 

September 26: 

Celtic Day at Mills Mansion 



Sponsors Area 

Attention, all AOH members, your help is needed.  This newsletter needs 

sponsors, for a small yearly fee we will print a business card sized ad 

monthly.  This newsletter goes out to all our membership and to several 

other Irish organizations.  If you or someone you do business with wants 

to advertise with us, just get a business card to the newsletter editor.  And 

the money to our Financial Secretary the cost is just $25.00 per year. 

 
Stephen P. OôHare 

Attorney at Law 
 
 
 
 

488 Freedom Plains Road  Tel:   (845)452-4090 
Suite 103    Fax:  (845)452-4615 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 E-mail: oharelaw@optonline.net 

Robert G. Shepheard Jr., C.P.A. 
Dwight Townsend, Enrolled Agent 

 
ROBERT G. SHEPHEARD JR., C.P.A., P.C. 

Certified Public Accountant 

 
488 Freedom Plains Road, Suite 122 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

(845) 485-3000 
Fax (845) 485-3257 

 

Vicki Dunning 

7 Jordan Court 

Poughquag, NY 12570-5038 

(845) 724-3986 
 

email: vicki@embroideryd.com  

web page: www.embroideryd.com 

Custom Machine Embroidery 

mailto:vicki@embroideryd.com
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2010 DIVISION OFFICERS 

 

* In Memoriam * 

President Gerard McVicker Recording Secretary Mike Shepheard Historian Matt Fitzgerald 

Vice President John Fedigan Treasurer Bob Shepheard Sentinel  Kevin Moran 

Financial Secretary William Leo Marshall Mike Quinn Standing Committee William J. Schimpf 

 Deacon Bob Horton Dan Lalor 

 Noel Morris  Dave Ryan 

 Bill Schimpf 

Dutchess County  
Msgr. Sheahan 

Division # 1 

101 Brothers Road, Stormville, NY 12582 

§ June 17 - Regular Business Meeting 

§ July & August no meetings 

§ September 16 - Regular Business Meeting 

Important Dates Prayers for the Sick 

On the Radio 91.3 FM: 

ñA Little Bit of Irelandò 

Hosted by our own Brendan Daly and  

broadcast from Vassar College. 

Saturdayôs from 1 PM to 3:30 PM. 


